NAPOLEON9B  CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

and that it could not have debouched in column in face
of the heavy fire.* The wings, he says, were supported
by columns.

On this point Augereau's report t may be accepted. He
states that the 1st brigade of each division was deployed, the
2nd formed in squares in support of it. They were first
overwhelmed by a terrible artillery fire, then charged by
infantry, and finally by cavalry.

In the constantly recurring darkness of the snowstorms,
the only way to maintain concert of action was by very close
contact of units, a rule which Davout observed in his attack.J
Had this plan been adopted by Augereau and St. Hilaire,
the disastrous deviation to his left of the former would, perhaps,
not have occurred.

The great cavalry charge was a desperate remedy for a
desperate situation. As the space between Augereau and
St. Hilaire opened out, it became necessary to fill it somehow.
Both outflanked, Augereau and St. Hilaire were being driven
in opposite directions. All that Napoleon had left was his
cavalry and the Guard. The latter was his last reserve, and
he was always reluctant to use these picked troops till the
last moment; therefore, the cavalry had to be sacrificed.
Besides, they, with their superior mobility, played a part in
clearing St. Hilaire's and Augereau's flanks, which could
hardly have been done in time by infantry. The moral effect
of this cavalry incursion into his very centre was, probably great
on Bennigsen, and damped his ardour for the general advance,
which Napoleon had such reason to dread. The foolish pride
of the Guard battalion, which insisted on charging with the
bayonet, nearly cost the Emperor his life or his liberty.

By noon, the Trench centre and left were comparatively

* M&tnoires pour seroir, etc., viii. 68.
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t " The order had been given to close up, and not even to leave the regula-
tion interval between one battalion and another at tunes when the snow,
falling thickly, prevented the discernment of objects at a distance of ten paces "
(Dwout, pp. 169,170),